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subhuman gulags are full of men and women,
like Dr. Pulido Lopez, who represent the very
best of the Cuban nation.

Madam Speaker, we must speak out
against this unconscionable crime against hu-
manity. My Colleagues, we must demand the
immediate release of Alfredo Manuel Pulido
Lopez and every political prisoner in totali-
tarian Cuba.

————
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Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to honor the life of Kyle R. Wil-
son and to recognize his service to our com-
munity.

| come to the floor to speak of the bravery
exhibited by Technician Wilson who served on
the Prince William County Department of Fire
and Rescue since January of 2006. Techni-
cian Wilson and his unit from Occoquan-
Woodbridge-Lorton (OWL) Station 12 in
Woodbridge responded to a three alarm house
fire early on the morning on April 16th, 2007.
Tragically, he was killed in the line of duty
while heroically attempting to save the lives of
others.

Kyle was a longtime resident of Prince Wil-
liam County and attended C.D. Hylton High
School in Woodbridge, VA where he was a
star baseball player for the Bulldogs. The
bravery Kyle demonstrated Monday was typ-
ical of his personality. His former baseball
coach described him to have all the qualities
of a leader, specifically that he was fearless
and willing to make sacrifices for others. Due
to this strong character and devotion to com-
munity, it was no surprise to his coach that
Kyle found his calling as a firefighter.

Upon graduation from Hylton, Kyle went on
to study athletic training and earned his de-
gree from George Mason University in 2005.
He joined the fire department in January 2006,
graduating from the recruit academy that
June. Assistant Prince William County Fire
Chief Kevin McGee described Kyle as an “out-
standing young man, who was one of the best
of our best.” Kyle is survived by his father
Bob, mother Sue, brother Chris, sister Kelli,
and his girlfriend Kristi Silor.

In my experiences with the department, |
have seen its unwavering dedication to the
Prince William County community. Kyle was
an example of Prince William’s finest. Every
day firefighters selflessly put their lives on the
line to save others, and Kyle made the ulti-
mate sacrifice. Let us never forget the sac-
rifice he made.

Madam Speaker, in honoring Kyle | would
like to take this opportunity to thank all the
men and women that put their lives on the line
and bravely serve on the Prince William Coun-
ty Department of Fire and Rescue. | extend
my heartfelt condolences to Kyle’s family,
friends, and to his brothers and sisters on the
department.
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam Speaker,
| want to express my strongest support for the
“Expanding the Promise for Individuals with
Autism Act of 2007,” H.R. 1881, and | was
very pleased to join my friend and colleague
Rep. MIKE DOYLE of Pennsylvania this week in
introducing this important legislation. H.R.
1881 addresses a very critical need—to pro-
vide assistance to the 1.5 million Americans
with autism who are in desperate need of
treatments and services throughout their lives.

From my first session in Congress in 1981,
| have been a consistent advocate for individ-
uals with developmental disorders, including
autism. But autism came into a particularly
strong focus in 1998, when two of my constitu-
ents, Bobbie and Billie Gallagher of Brick, NJ,
contacted me with concerns about an elevated
level of autism cases in the township of Brick.
The concerns of the Gallaghers—parents of
two autistic children themselves—led me to re-
quest that the Federal Agency for Toxic Sub-
stances and Disease Registry and the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention, CDC,
conduct an investigation into a possible autism
cluster in Brick.

The results of this investigation, one of the
first federal studies on autism, were quite
alarming. Higher rates of autistic disorder and
autism spectrum disorders, ASDs, were found
in Brick Township relative to rates from pre-
viously published studies. However, we have
now come to learn that the high rate of autism
found in Brick Township was not an isolated
incident; it was the window to a nationwide
phenomenon.

Earlier this year—on February 8, 2007, the
CDC released groundbreaking data docu-
menting the high prevalence of autism around
the country. As a result of this landmark study,
it is now believed that 1 out of every 150 chil-
dren born in the United States suffers from a
form of autism.

The numbers are even more shocking when
you examine the results from New Jersey. Au-
tism was shown to affect 1 in every 94 New
Jersey children analyzed in the recent feder-
ally funded study. That same study, based on
2002 data, showed that 1 in every 60 boys in
New Jersey is afflicted with a form of autism.

While the numbers are profound, it is the re-
ality of the lives behind the numbers which call
for our compassion, dedication, and legislative
action. The physical, emotional, and financial
impacts of autism on individuals, families, and
society are staggering. Autism can overwhelm
families, as their lives become consumed with
the considerable challenges of identifying ap-
propriate biomedical and psychosocial treat-
ments, schooling and other needed support
systems for their autistic child—and eventually
for an autistic adult. Most of the parents of an
autistic child whom | have met express a high
level of fear and apprehension about serv-
ices—such as housing and employment as-
sistance—that will be available when their
child becomes an adult.

That is why | joined forces with my friend
Mike Doyle to launch in January 2001 the

April 19, 2007

Congressional Coalition for Autism Research
& Education, C.A.R.E., which currently in-
cludes over 160 Members of Congress. The
goals of the bipartisan Coalition for Autism Re-
search and Education are straightforward, to:
increase general awareness of autism and au-
tism spectrum disorders among Members of
Congress and policy analysts in Federal gov-
ernment; educate Members of Congress on
current and future initiatives and developments
regarding autism; serve as a forum where au-
tism-related policy issues can be exchanged,
debated, and discussed; bring together public,
private, and government entities to pursue leg-
islative initiatives that will help improve the
lives of individuals with autism and their fami-
lies; and promote all means to assist with the
challenges of families and loved ones affected
by autism.

Although it is still not sufficient, we have had
significant success in advocating for increased
funding for autism programs—funding that has
increased by nearly 10 times the amount it
was in the mid-1990s. In 1995, NIH invested
about $10.5 million into autism research. The
estimated budget for autism research in fiscal
year 06 is nearly 10 times that amount—$108
million. At the CDC, autism funding has in-
creased from $287,000 in 1995 to an esti-
mated $15.1 million in 2006.

By introducing the “Expanding the Promise
for Individuals with Autism Act,” EPIAA, we
are building on our progress over the past
decade and particularly on some legislative
accomplishments during the last Congress.
Many members of the C.A.R.E. caucus joined
in supporting and passing last December the
“Combating Autism Act,” important legislation
which focused on improving autism-related re-
search funded through the National Institutes
of Health, autism surveillance, and early
screening and diagnosis. Also last year, the
caucus was successful in securing in the Fis-
cal Year 2007 Department of Defense Appro-
priations bill $7.5 million in an Army research
account for the purpose of improving treat-
ment of individuals with autism.

Notably, these successful efforts to date
have focused primarily on surveillance and
biomedical research. While these efforts are
absolutely critical, the reality is that we have
approximately 1.5 million individuals in the
U.S. with autism, and they and their families
are in desperate need of services to assist
them in their daily lives and to help individuals
with autism to realize their full potential as
members of our communities. Today, we are
focusing our efforts on providing services to
aid families facing the challenges of providing
lifetime care for their autistic children from first
diagnosis through adulthood.

The “Expanding the Promise for Individuals
with Autism Act of 2007,” which was earlier in-
troduced in the Senate and which we intro-
duced this week in the House, is comprehen-
sive legislation which authorizes approximately
$350 million over 5 years to provide treat-
ments and services across the lifespan. It is
incumbent upon us to act now to pass this
legislation that will facilitate the provision of
treatments and services for autistic individuals
throughout their lives. As provided for in this
legislation, assistance needs to be largely
community-based and needs to address early
intervention, education, employment, transpor-
tation, housing, health, and recreation.

Also, very importantly, the mechanisms au-
thorized in this legislation are designed to pro-
vide treatments and services effectively and
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